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The Kasputys Family 
Congratulates 
Meryl Davis & Charlie White 
Tanith Belbin & Ben Agosto

You forever transformed  
the sport of US Ice Dancing.

With gratitude for your  
inspiring performances!

Joe Kasputys and  
Vicki Van Mater
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WELCOME TO OUR 39TH  
“IT CONTINUES TO TAKE A VILLAGE” BENEFIT GALA

I so warmly welcome you here with us tonight to celebrate Meryl Davis & Charlie 
White, Tanith Belbin White & Benjamin Agosto, Sandra Bezic and Judy Blumberg…  
What a great village of excellence within the worlds of ice dance, choreography, and coaching!

With your continued help, Ice Theatre of New York® has and will maintain the important 
work that we do: commissioning choreographers and performance artists to create new works 
for the company, nurturing emerging artists, and introducing New York City Public School 
students to the art and joy of skating.  Your support encourages our exploration of what is 
possible within the realm of artistic ice dance. 

The commitment to creating works that are significant not only for their beauty and 
artistic value but for their meaning in our ever-shifting world remains a focus for Ice Theatre 
of New York. This season, pieces such as “Dry Your Tears, Afrika,” which highlighted the 
emergence of great Black figure skaters and was performed to very appreciative crowds 
throughout Black History Month; “Of Water and Ice,” which speaks to climate change and 
imperative to protect our arctic ice; and “Neurocircle,” which puts the neurodivergent lived 
experience into flight through the combined arts of dancing on ice and aerial movement all 
spoke to this mission.

Looking ahead, I invite you to join us at our weekly Edge Classes at Sky Rink, our 
City Skate Concert Series at Rockefeller Center, Bryant Park, Wollman Rink, and other 
outdoor seasonal rinks, as well as our educational outreach program, the “New Works and 
Young Artists Series,” offered free to public school students across the city boroughs.  In this 
program, the students learn about dance performance on ice and then joining the performers/
teachers on the ice, they learn what might become a lifelong healthy activity… ice skating! 

Skating…combines and surpasses the joys of flying and dancing: only in a certain 
type of a dream do we ever else attain a higher degree of the same ravishing 
experience of exultantly skimming the earth.

— Ernest Jones, Biographer of Freud

Thank you for helping create and sustain our Ice Theatre of New York dream and for 
joining us as we glide gracefully and boldly into our future choreographic innovations, 
collaborations, and outreach programming!

Warmest Wishes,

BENEFIT 
COMMITTEE

CO-CHAIRS  

Josh Babb 

Joe Kasputys 

Tracy Wilson

Tenley E. Albright, MD

Anne & Scott Allen

Roland Betts

Kurt Browning

Richard Dwyer

Marianne & Robert Engle

Joan & Marty Erdheim

Elin Gardner Schran

Susie Gharib

Stephanee Grosscup

Alicia Hall Moran

Tracie & Scott Hamilton

Taffy Holliday & Richard Katz

Amy Hughes

Andrea Joyce

Sarah Kawahara

Nancy Kerrigan &  

Jerry Solomon

Cara Erdheim Kilgallen

Amy Krut

Terri Levine

Suna Murray

Lisa & Kim Navarro

Brian Orser

Lynn Plage

Shawn Rettstatt &  

Leonardo Chavez

Robert Shmalo

Ken Shelley

Raye & Sawyer  

Levine Spielberg

JoJo Starbuck

Jonathan Stine

Linda & David Tewksbury

Kim Cathleen Millette Verde

Missy VanBuren & Tom Brown

Paul Wylie
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ABOUT THE COMPANY

Ice Theatre of New York® (ITNY) creates and advances dance on ice as an 

ensemble performing art and provides education and public performances to people 

of all ages. Founded by Moira North in 1984, ITNY created the first not-for-profit 

professional ice dance company in the United States and was the first to receive 

funding from the National Endowment for the Arts, the New York State Council on  

the Arts, and the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs.

ITNY achieves its public arts and education mission by:

• Commissioning and performing new pieces created by recognized and emerging 

dance and ice skating choreographers. The company has created exclusive works 

by choreographers as varied as well-known skating choreographers Elisa Angeli, 

Lorna Brown, and Joel Dear, modern dance choreographers Jacqulyn Buglisi, 

Elisa Monte, David Parsons, and Jody Sperling, performance artist Ann Carlson, 

McKnight Choreographer Fellow Deneane Richburg, and ballet great Edward 

Villella. We just completed our first commissioned work for the Tree Lighting at 

Bank of America Winter Village in Bryant Park choreographed by Broadway 

Dancer Kolton Krouse. 

• Making performances accessible to diverse audiences and presenting dozens  

of free performances, featuring our current repertory throughout New York City.

• Offering arts education programs on ice dancing and figure skating for school-

aged children in Brooklyn, Queens, Harlem, and Central Park, annually serving 

1,000 NYC school students.

• Training company skaters and guest skating artists in our seasonal Master Edge 

Classes at Chelsea Piers Sky Rink and Bryant Park, as well as offering training 

programs for aspiring ice dance artists, including our Junior Ensemble.

• Collaborating with choreographers, producers, presenters, administrators, and 

advocates from the dance and skating worlds and beyond while exploring 

creatively exciting relationships with artists from theatre, music, and new media 

disciplines.

62 Chelsea Piers, Suite 308, New York, NY 10011 

(212) 929-5811 | itny@icetheatre.org | icetheatre.org         
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May 6, 2024

Dear Friends:

It gives me great pleasure to welcome everyone as the Ice Theatre of New York (ITNY) 
hosts its annual benefit gala and performance.

Founded in 1984, ITNY promotes dancing on ice as an ensemble performing art through its 
professional dance company, partnerships with choreographers, and public performances and 
classes for people of all ages. I am grateful for all it does to expand access to New York’s 
dynamic athletic and cultural offerings. Tonight’s event will raise vital funds for ITNY’s 
New Works and Young Artists Series, an outreach program for public school children, as 
well as for its 2024-2025 season. I join with everyone gathered in applauding this 
outstanding organization for its commitment to helping diverse New Yorkers experience the 
artistry, joys, and fitness benefits of ice dancing. 

On behalf of the City of New York, congratulations to this year’s distinguished honorees. 
Please accept my best wishes for an inspiring evening and continued success.

Sincerely,

Eric Adams
Mayor
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     May 6, 2024 
 
Dear Friends, 

I’m pleased to join you in celebrating Ice Theatre of New York’s 2024 Benefit Gala and 
Performance.  

For four decades, ITNY has been cultivating and showcasing groundbreaking ice dancing. You 
have changed the face of figure skating, pushing the boundaries of movement and increasing 
diversity across the discipline. I’m especially grateful for ITNY’s many free performances across 
the city and your outreach program for at-risk public school students.  

Congratulations to tonight’s honorees, Meryl Davis, Charlie White, Tanith Belbin-White, and Ben 
Agosto. I would also like to congratulate Sandra Bezic on receiving the Choreography Award 
and Judy Blumberg on receiving the Alumni Award.  

On behalf of the Borough of Manhattan, I wish you another year of success.  

 
Sincerely,  

 
 

 
Mark Levine 

             Manhattan Borough President 
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May 6, 2024 

Ice Theatre of New York, Inc. 
62 Chelsea Piers #308 
New York, NY 10011 

Dear Friends, 

I am honored to have the opportunity to offer my congratulations on the Ice 
Theatre’s 2024 Benefit Gala and Performance. In particular, I extend my warmest 
congratulations to Meryl Davis and Charlie White, extraordinary ice artists who 
are the first American dancers to win the Ice Dance World Championships and 
the Olympics.   

I am also pleased to celebrate Tanith Belbin-White and Ben Agosto on becoming 
the first ever U. S. ice dancing team to win a silver medal at the Winter Olympic 
Games. In addition, I want to recognize the recipient of the ITNY Choreography 
Award, Canadian Champion, Choreographer and TV Commentator Sandra Bezic 
and the recipient of the ITNY Alumni Award, former American competitive ice 
dancer and Ensemble Director, Judy Blumberg. 

I am especially thrilled to join ITNY for its 2024 Benefit Gala and Performance as 
we all come together to celebrate ITNY’s continued dedication to advancing 
dance on ice, setting a national standard for ice dance companies.  

Congratulations again to all the awardees for their accomplishments, and 
congratulations to ITNY and Moira North on another successful year. Here’s to 
wishing for your continued success in the years ahead and a wonderful time for 
everyone here tonight.  

Sincerely, 

ERIK BOTTCHER 
Council Member 
ERIK BOTTCHER 
Council Member 
District 3 

THIRD COUNCIL DISTRICT OF
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

224 WEST 30TH STREET, #1206

NEW YORK, NY 10001

ERIK BOTTCHER
COUNCIL MEMBER

TELEPHONE
(212) 564-7757
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April 19, 2024

Dear Friends,

I write to honor four distinguished individuals who have excelled at the highest levels of 
their craft — Olympians Meryl Davis, Charlie White, Tanith Belbin White, and Ben 
Agosto. Our city has watched, cheered, and reveled in their feats as they have left an 
indelible imprint on the world of figure skating, and I join all New Yorkers in 
congratulating them on receiving this honor today.

Skilled competitors, graceful skaters, and creative performers, Meryl, Charlie, Tanith, 
and Ben have separated themselves on the ice, captivating judges and audiences alike 
around the world. And while this talented cohort of skaters are unquestionably among 
the most powerful individuals to touch the ice, that is only the beginning of their impact 
on the world of ice dancing. Through mentorship, coaching, and choreography training, 
these individuals continue to inspire the next generation of skaters to pursue their 
dreams.

I commend Meryl, Charlie, Tanith, and Ben for their many achievements and genuine 
efforts to grow the world of figure skating. I cannot think of more deserving recipients of 
this honor from Ice Theatre of New York. Here’s to the next Meryl, the next Charlie, the 
next Tanith, and the next Ben taking the ice world by storm!

Sincerely,

Council Member Shaun Abreu

New York City Council, District 7
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CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE HONOREES, 
AND TO THE ICE THEATRE OF NEW YORK!  

X VERA
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CONGRATULATIONS  

MERYL, CHARLIE, TANITH AND BEN

 

THANK YOU FOR ALL THE MEMORIES

LISA RENDA



ICE TH
EA

TR
E O

F N
EW

 Y
O

R
K

 G
A

LA
 2024

9

Not long after Ben Agosto switched 
from singles skating to ice dance at age 
10, he faced up to the reality that winning 
medals on a global stage might be impos-
sible for a U.S. ice dancer.

Why wouldn’t he think that way, 
given the evidence?  After all, one of his 
first coaches, Susie Wynne, had retired 
from competition after finishing fourth 
at the 1990 World Championships with 
Joe Druar, having decided, as she puts it, 
“We had topped out.  That was the best 
we could do.”

That fourth place would, in fact, 
be the best finish for a U.S. team at 
worlds over nearly two decades since 
Judy Blumberg and Michael Seibert won 
their third straight world bronze in 1985, 
a span in which Soviet and Russian teams 
won 15 of 18 world titles, four of five 
Olympic titles and nine of 15 Olympic 
medals.

Until Agosto and Tanith Belbin 
ended that drought in 2005.

After partnering with Belbin and 
moving to Detroit in 1998, Agosto 
became perplexed about why the two 
obviously talented ice dance teams with 
whom they would share training ice, 
Elizabeth Punsalan - Jerod Swallow and 
Naomi Lang – Peter Tchernyshev (both 
five-time U.S. champions), never placed 
higher than sixth on a global podium.

Fortunately, the apparently Sisyphean 
(or quixotic?) quest to reach such a 

podium did not discourage either Belbin, 
a native Canadian, or Agosto, a native 
Chicagoan.

“In hindsight, I’ve wondered how 
we managed dealing with that reality,” 
Belbin said.  “But in the moment, it never 
occurred to us.  It was always just a mat-
ter of keep working and see how far you 
can go.  In some ways, that benefitted us, 
because there were no expectations.”

That still was the case as Belbin 
and Agosto prepared for the 2005 World 
Championships in Moscow.  “I thought it 
would be great if we finished in the top 
five,” Agosto said.

Ice dance for years had been a dis-
cipline where movement in the standings 
was glacial.   Belbin and Agosto had 
finished fifth in 2004, so few would have 
dared foresee what happened in 2005:  
they won the silver medal, matching the 
best world finish ever by a U.S. team, 
which had happened most recently in 
1975.

“I was shocked,” Agosto said.
What has happened since is even 

more shocking for a country whose ice 
dance results once had suggested the 
athletes had two left feet.

When Madison Chock and Evan 
Bates won their second straight world title 
in Montreal this March, it was the 17th 
time at least one U.S. ice dance team had 
won a medal in the last 19 world meets.

“It seems surreal,” Belbin said.

Belbin and Agosto started those two 
decades of winning not only at worlds but 
at the Olympics.  A Winter Games silver 
in 2006 made them the second U.S. team 
to win an Olympic dance medal, follow-
ing Colleen O’Connor and Jim Millns in 
1976.

U.S. dancers now have won medals 
in five straight Olympics.

Meryl Davis and Charlie White, 
longtime training mates of Belbin and 
Agosto, won two of those medals, silver 
in 2010 and first-ever U.S. Olympic dance 
gold in 2014.  That was the culmination of 
a 17-year partnership in which they also 
were the first to win gold at worlds, doing 
it in 2011 and again in 2013.

At its May 6 annual gala, the Ice 
Theatre of New York is honoring both 
Belbin and Agosto and Davis and White 
“not only for their accomplishments as 
artistic Olympians and national cham-
pions but also as important role models 
in our ‘icy’ world,” according to Moira 
North, ITNY founder and artistic director.

“In thinking about what this honor 
means,” Davis said, “I found myself so 
grateful that it really gives me the chance 
to reflect on our competitive career as 
well as all of the special moments that I 
don’t always get to remember on a daily 
basis - and to think about all of the people 
who were part of our journey that I don’t 
get to see or speak with frequently.

“So many of the people who are 

ICE THEATRE OF NEW YORK’S 2024 HONOREE

Sparking  
Excellence
By Philip Hersh
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involved with Ice Theatre of New York 
were a part of our journey.  Being hon-
ored alongside Judy Blumberg (Alumni 
Award) and Sandra Bezic (Choreography 
Award), and, of course, alongside Tanith 
and Ben, it almost feels like coming 
home.  It’s so special.”

The impact of both teams is evident 
to their successors.

“I absolutely remember vividly when 
they (Belbin and Agosto) won that silver 
medal in 2005,” Bates said after winning 
in Montreal. “It seems like that really was 
the catalyst for what has become a great 
two decades of U.S. ice dance.

“They inspired us so much.  And then 
they were followed by Meryl and Charlie, 
who were our idols and role models when 
we trained in Michigan.  The proximity to 
greatness is the most motivating thing in 
the world.  They really blazed the trail.”

It was a trail on which others already 
had posted signs of excellence, even if 
they fell short of medals.

“I would be remiss to not mention that 
we didn’t start it,” Belbin added.   “We 
came to Detroit Skating Club, watched 
Liz and Jared finishing out their competi-
tive career and then watched Naomi and 
Peter take a few more steps forward.  So 
we were just following on that path.”

When Belbin and Agosto won their 
Olympic medal in Turin, Italy, he said, “I 

know for a fact it will not take another 30 
years for the next U.S. medal.”

“The success of Tanith and Ben had 
sparked a whole generation,” said White, 
who married Belbin in 2015.  “When they 
won their first (worlds medal), it was like 
a spark of amazement and excitement.

“It happened just as Meryl and I were 
about to step up to the senior level.  It 
definitely created a sense of hope as an 
American ice dancer that if you worked 
your tail off, you would be rewarded.”

Davis remembers watching the tele-
cast of Belbin and Agosto at the 2006 
Olympics and thinking, “You know, that 
could be us in four years.”

“In seeing them on a daily basis, we 
realized what went into that moment,” 
Davis said.  “Seeing these two friends 
and role models on the TV winning their 
Olympic medal, it helped us to connect 
the dots and to understand that if that’s 
the direction we want, we know what to 
do.  The formula was literally laid out 
before us.”

Belbin and Agosto finished their 
career with the Olympic silver followed 
by a fourth in 2010; four world medals 
(two silver, two bronze); and five U.S. 
titles.  Their icebreaking international 
record owed to a number of factors, 
including some good timing.

“Every step of the way, it felt like 

this bubble must be about to burst,” 
Belbin said, laughing.  “It was all very 
serendipitous.”

Serendipity, 1: Belbin literally got 
U.S. citizenship at the 11th hour to make 
her eligible for the 2006 Olympics.  That 
was in the peak phase of their career, 
before injuries slowed them down.  
Without someone opening a citizenship 
and immigration office on New Year’s 
Eve 2005 to swear Belbin in as a U.S. 
citizen, their career would not include an 
Olympic medal.

Serendipity, 2: It was also their good 
fortune that the sport’s new judging sys-
tem went into place in the 2004 season 
and was first used at worlds in 2005 and 
at the Olympics in 2006.

“We felt the thrill of things changing 
and being a part of that,” Belbin said. “It 
felt like the new system favored a lot of 
our strengths, like maximum energy and a 
lot of athleticism.  We could actually use 
our enthusiasm to more effect technically, 
just to be able to move our feet quickly to 
pack in a lot of technical content - and be 
rewarded for that.”

The International Judging System’s 
highly mathematical approach to evalu-
ating the most subjective discipline in 
figure skating eroded the time-honored 
stratification and (some of) the reputa-
tional judging of ice dance results.
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is proud to salute

Ice Theatre of New York
and 

Honorees
Meryl Davis & Charlie White 

and 
Tanith Belbin White & Ben Agosto 

Choreography Award 
Sandra Bezic 

Alumni Award 
SCNY member Judy Blumberg

Congratulations Meryl, Charlie, Tanith and Ben for all of your wonderful dancing on Ice!

Victorio Gallo, ITNY Trustee
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The best example of that impact?  
Reigning Olympic champions Gabriella 
Papadakis and Guillaume Cizeron of 
France went from 13th at the 2014 worlds 
to first in 2015.  And although the num-
bers are less striking, Davis and White 
went from sixth in the 2008 worlds and 
fourth in 2009 to Olympic silver in 2010 
in Vancouver.

“Those U.S. teams before us had 
a giant castle door in front of them,” 
Agosto said.  “They had been banging on 
that door for a long time and really soften-
ing it to the point where then Tanith and I 
were able to push in.

“The change of the judging system 
helped a lot.  At that early point in IJS, 
everything was kind of thrown into not 
chaos but into a little bit of flux where the 
old ways were harder to continue.  We 
really benefited from a situation where, 
you know, the marks could be the marks 
you deserved.”

Davis and White grew up under IJS.  
He feels its specificity – this many lifts 
worth this much, this many twizzles, this 
many step sequences – provided a tem-
plate for young dancers to follow as they 
sought to grow their skating.

“It focused us and especially young 
dancers on training specific turns and lifts 
and having maybe a better understanding 
of, ‘How do we define this as a sport?’’’ 
White said.  “It gave us some metrics, 
and that was new and kind of fun as a 
young person to be able to play with the 
numbers and see where we could improve 
ourselves.”

Doing the technical elements in ice 
dance well is one thing.  Doing them with 
emotion, synchronicity of movement and 

inventiveness is what separates “well” 
from exceptional. In the case of Davis 
and White, the length of a partnership that 
began when she was nine and he, eight, 
created the understanding to make the 
two kids from Michigan a cohesive pair 
as adults.

“Charlie and I grew up together, 
learned a great deal about life and who we 
were as people during our time together,” 
Davis had told me in answering a ques-
tion about the impact of longevity.   “For 
many, many years, we spent most of our 
hours of most of our days in each other’s 
space.

“After so much time, particularly in 
a creative, competitive and demanding 
environment, we learned to read one 
another quite naturally — mood, body 
language, little nuances in the tone of 
voice and emotional state. That deep 
understanding built over time bred a trust 
and comfort I found incredibly reassuring 
as we approached our Olympic moments, 
particularly in 2014.”

Their 17 years together led to a 2014 
Olympic free dance so physically and 
mentally demanding it left them looking 
as if they had spent 17 years of energy on 
the four minutes of skating that brought 
them victory in Sochi over their bril-
liant Canadian rivals, Tessa Virtue and 
Scott Moir, the 2010 (and 2018) Olympic 
champions.

Their music was from Rimsky-
Korsakov’s “Scheherazade,” a 
composition White had loved for years.  
He debated using it because compatriot 
Evan Lysacek had skated to it for his 
title-winning Olympic free skate in 2010.

“I was like, ‘There’s no way we’ll 

be able to use it now that Evan winning 
with it was historic,’” White first thought 
before realizing he would be haunted by 
not using music that had become an ear 
worm for him.

The intensity of the “Scheherazade” 
sections coach Marina Zoueva chose for 
Davis and White suited perfectly the 
power and athleticism that had come to 
define their skating. The most striking 
feature of the way they performed it was 
a feeling for tempo, their skating changes 
of pace matching the shifts in the music’s 
speed.  That is an artistic understanding 
White said they had not developed until 
14 years into their partnership.

“One of my favorite things about our 
career was that we got to a point where we 
were able to use the same music that an 
American Olympic champion had used, 
and we were really able to make it our 
own,” White said.   “The whole process, 
putting together the lifts, putting together 
the choreography, it all came together in 
a really natural way.  And every time we 
performed it, I felt the music, and I felt 
my connection to Meryl.”

Nine years earlier in Moscow, Belbin 
and Agosto had made it, “game on,” for 
U.S. ice dancers.

And then here came Davis and White 
back in Russia, coached by Russian emi-
gres to North America, skating to music 
by one of Russia’s so-called “Mighty 
Five” composers, winning an event in 
which Russians once had the only game 
in town.

Philip Hersh, who has covered figure skating at 
every Winter Olympics since 1980, spent 31 years 
as the Olympic specialist of the Chicago Tribune.
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Sandra,

I’m not sure you know  
how much of YOU  
was always out there  
on the ice with me skating.  
Whether it was Blue Danube,  
Malagueña, Queen, Juliet,  
or Bridge and so many in  
between…your vision,  
genius, passion, and subtle  
nuances were always  
my inspiration to try  
and perform.  

A heartfelt thank you  
and congratulations on  
your well-deserved honor.

Love you XOXO  
Kristi
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ICE THEATRE OF NEW YORK’S 2024 CHOREOGRAPHY AWARD RECIPIENT

As Sandra Bezic tells it, her groundbreak-
ing choreography career is largely built on 
one word.

“I just said ‘yes’ to everything,” she says, 
without a trace of regret. 

“I started working just as skating was 
becoming so popular in North America. Liv-
ing through that in the ‘80s and ‘90s, being 
around when the phone just never stopped 
ringing, I learned on the job, and one job 
would inform the next. I would take what I 
learned and apply it …. I love the process, I 
love to figure things out.”

For “jobs” ranging from countless pro-
grams for top skaters, to film and TV 
productions including Carmen on Ice and 
Battle of the Blades, to touring productions, 
Ice Theatre of New York honors Bezic with 
its 2024 Choreography Award.

“Sandra is one of the most intelligent, 
prolific and successful ice choreographers of 
our time,” says ITNY founder Moira North. 
“We are so honored to bestow this award.” 

The Toronto native’s skating journey 
began in the 1960s, when she and older 
brother Val formed a pair team. The young-
sters trained at the famed Cricket Club 
alongside the theatrical and thrilling Toller 
Cranston, sharing the six-time Canadian 
men’s champion’s coach, Ellen Burka.

Burka, a tough taskmaster who empha-
sized artistry and beauty along with 
technique, instilled the importance of select-
ing meaningful and personal music.

“We would go to her house and she would 

show us the album and tell us about the 
composer and what the history was,” Bezic 
told Canadian Press when Burka died at age 
95 in 2016. “She made you understand and 
love the music before you started working 
with it, rather than just plopping it on our 
laps.”

Elegant and musical, Sandra and Val won 
five Canadian pair titles (1970-1974) and 
placed in the world’s top ten four times. 
After they retired from amateur competi-
tion, they performed as professionals for 
several years.

Bezic recalls Romeo and Juliet on Ice, a 
1983 TV special starring Olympic champion 
Dorothy Hamill, as her first big choreogra-
phy gig.

“The director, Robert Iscove, was a dance 
director, and he asked me to ice his vision,” 
she says. “I was hired as an assistant, but my 
position grew as we worked. I learned so 
much from Rob, and so much about work-
ing for the camera. And that information 
I learned, and that perspective I learned, I 
then applied to my competitive programs.”

Nowadays, when skaters and their coaches 
await marks in the kiss-and-cry, the skaters’ 
choreographers are often seated alongside 
them. But prior to the 1980s, many skaters 
did not use choreographers, and if they did, 
they were often from the dance world. Cre-
ators of even the most memorable programs 
were mostly unknown to the public. 

When Bezic began choreographing com-
petitive routines, starting with four-time 

Canadian pair champions Barbara Underhill 
and Paul Martini, she was acknowledged as 
an essential member of the team.

“I had only just started working, and I got 
a call from Louis Stong, and he asked me if 
I would coach Barb and Paul with him,” she 
says. “This is before skaters had choreog-
raphers; in the competitive world, coaches 
did the choreography. It was perfect for me, 
because I was a pair skater and I was familiar 
with that world.”

Bezic created the programs that helped 
Underhill and Martini win the 1984 world 
pair title. She went on to create many 
memorable programs for them during their 
professional career, adhering to Stong’s 
directive to “go big or go home.”

“I learned my craft with them,” she says. 
“Barb and Paul had all the technical ability 
and all the tricks, but because they were so 
physically mismatched (due to a foot differ-
ence in height), it was a project to figure out 
what body lines looked good on them, and 
how they could relate to each other.”

The young choreographer’s phone con-
tinued to ring. In 1987, it was Linda Leaver, 
coach of Brian Boitano, on the line. Boitano 
had just been dethroned as world champion 
by Canadian Brian Orser, and he would be 
squaring off against Orser again at the 1988 
Olympics in Calgary, Alberta.

That season, Boitano performed his free 
skate to a rather incongruous medley includ-
ing “When the Saints Come Marching In,” 
“Summertime” and “Jailhouse Rock.” Bezic 

SANDRA 
BEZIC

LOVING THE  
PROCESS
By Lynn Rutherford



G
A

LA
 2

02
4 

IC
E 

TH
EA

TR
E 

O
F 

N
EW

 Y
O

R
K

16

Thank you, 

Meryl and Charlie,  
Tanith and Ben for your  
poetic performances.

Sandra for your immense  
talent and vision. 

Judy for bringing  
ice dancing into the light.

Sarah Kawahara

CONGRATULATIONS SANDRA!!!
Love, JoJo

How blessed I have been to journey through my skating life with

2 such fabulous women

2 such fabulous skaters

2 such fabulous friends

Both ITNY honorees
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recognized his underlying majesty and 
breathtaking power.

“His material may have been sort of typi-
cal of what was expected – you know, when 
judges and officials come in to assess a skater 
and say, ‘Oh, you need to smile more,’” she 
says. “He was trying to listen to all those 
pieces of advice, and I felt it was making him 
look small. He was something different. His 
technique was an art form in itself.”

Bezic’s programs, including Boitano’s free 
skate to music from the “Napoleon and 
Josephine” TV miniseries, helped lead him 
to Olympic gold by transforming him into 
a compelling, larger-than-life figure on the 
ice, a persona he would retain for the rest of 
his long career.

“I was so drawn to his idealism, his single 
mindedness, the purity of his desire to skate 
the performance of his life at the moment it 
counted most,” Bezic says. “I wanted to give 
him something as grand as he seemed, to 
me, to be.”

The phone rang more and more. The 
goal, always, was to hold a mirror up to a 
skater and have them recognize their unique 
beauty and strength.

For 1992 Olympic champion Kristi Yama-
guchi, Bezic’s programs emphasized “her 
quiet power – I wanted to uncover that.” 
Tara Lipinski, just 15 when she won Olym-
pic gold in 1998, was given routines that 
capitalized on her youthful exuberance: “She 
was so young and talented. And that was all 
it was. (The programs) were honest.” 

Four-time world champion Kurt Brown-
ing created many of his famous professional 
routines, including his iconic “Singin’ in 
the Rain,” with Bezic: “There was a real 
challenge in that because he can be such a 

chameleon…. I wanted to live up to his tal-
ent. TV specials gave us massive opportunity 
to play and to try different things.” 

In the 2000s, as the 6.0 judging system gave 
way to the more regimented International 
Judging System (IJS), Bezic increasingly piv-
oted away from competitive choreography 
to other projects. 

“My style is to peel back to find the 
essence of who I’m working with, instead 
of adding on and on,” she says. “And the 
rules today are sort of, the more you move 
around, and the more you do things, the 
more points you get.”

She served as a commentator for NBC 
for four Olympics (2002, 2006, 2010 and 
2014). As choreographer, director and co-
producer, she was an integral part of the 
“Stars on Ice” tour’s glory years, winning an 
Emmy for a TV production of SOI in 2003.

Battle of the Blades, a reality competition 
teaming figure skaters with hockey players 
to perform pair programs, debuted on CBC 
Television in 2009. It ran for four seasons 
and was briefly revived in 2019.

“That was an idea that was hatched in my 
kitchen,” Bezic says of the show. “It took 
us (including co-creator Kevin Albrecht) 
three years to get it on the air. I think all 
my experience in past productions was very 
helpful to make it happen, but of course, it’s 
the team, it’s never me alone.”

In 2023, she jumped headfirst into a truly 
quirky project, Canadian comic Carolyn 
Taylor’s I Have Nothing. The six-part docu-
mentary series, available on Bell Media’s 
streaming service Crave, follows Taylor as 
she interacts with figure skating champions 
and fulfills a childhood ambition to cho-
reograph a pairs program to the Whitney 

Houston hit. Bezic acts as her mentor.
“I’m a producer, and I make TV shows 

and that’s the world I’ve been in far more 
than competitive skating and choreogra-
phy,” Bezic says. “I’m far more inclined to 
do something like Carolyn Taylor’s show 
than to work with a competitor. It’s just 
where my brain is right now.”

But then the phone rings, and exceptions 
are made. Last May, Bezic traveled to Hack-
ensack, New Jersey to create a short program 
for Lindsay Thorngren, an 18-year-old U.S. 
competitor and world junior medalist. 

An introspective performer, Thorngren 
prefers to display emotion through subtle 
movements on the ice. Together, the two 
discussed possible music choices, much as 
Bezic did with her coach more than four 
decades ago. Bezic selected Michel Legrand’s 
“Windmills of Your Mind,” and Thorngren 
found Venus’ rendition of the classic.

“I told Lindsay, ‘There is nothing wrong 
with being quiet,’” Bezic says. “Quiet can run 
deep. I don’t believe in trying to change skat-
ers. What I’ve always tried to do is to find a 
clue to the way they are most comfortable 
expressing themselves.”

“I feel like the music highlights my skat-
ing qualities and reflects my own thoughts,” 
Thorngren says. “By doing that, it helps 
me reach out to the audience, and helps 
the audience understand more about my 
program.”

The relationship continues. This spring, 
Bezic, along with David Wilson, created 
another program for Thorngren.

“There’s always a way to create something 
fresh,” Bezic says. “The unknown excites me, 
and I think that’s why I’ve lasted so long and 
had such a variety of experiences.”
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Congratulations  
Sandra!

The influence you’ve had  
and continue to have on our 

sport is unparalleled.

The opportunities I’ve enjoyed 
working with you and your 
beautiful mind are always 

inspiring beyond words and 
truly a dream come true.

Wish I could be there to 
celebrate with you,  

your friend and forever 
biggest fan, 

David 
Wilson
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TO OUR FALLEN ANGELS

SLAVKA KOHOUT BUTTON

LISA CLINTON

OLEG PROTOPOPOV
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Thank you to our friends on the ITNY Board  
and for all their work with this fine organization.

Photo: Robert Dea
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CELEBRATING THE JOY
OF DANCING ON ICE  

THANK YOU FOR  
YOUR SUPPORT 
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THANK YOU,  
MERYL, CHARLIE, TANITH, BEN,  

SANDRA, AND JUDY  
FOR KEEPING OUR “ICY WORLD”  

VIRTUOSIC AND JOYFUL!

LOVE,  
MOIRA AND COMPANY

Photo: Diane Bidermann
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We are so proud of the ITNY Company, and so grateful for  

the artistry that flows from their incredibly-hard work.

William J. Candee IV, Chair

William J.  Candee III,  Chair Emeritus

and Family

Photo: Darial Sneed
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BPA QUALITY CONGRATULATES  
ICE THEATRE OF NEW YORK  

FOR ANOTHER SPECTACULAR YEAR!

Photo: Robert Dea
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Thanks for decades of  
passion and love for  
skating and skaters.

You rock Judy B!

Amy Krut

Congratulations, Judy! 

With Love and Admiration,

Lisa & Kim Navarro

Congratulations  
to Judy and  

all the Honorees
  

May your sparkle  
never dim.

With love  
Joyce Mola
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Even as a competitive skater, alumni 
honoree Judy Blumberg pushed artistic 
boundaries. The five-time U.S. Ice Dance 
Champion, two-time Olympian and three-
time World Championship medalist and 
partner Michael Seibert defied ice dancing 
conventions in their music, costumes and 
program themes.

“Our gift was our speed, our power, 
our depth of edge and our willingness 
to bring new things to the forefront that 
weren’t considered, let’s just say, ice 
dancerly,” said Blumberg. “That’s what 
drove us. That’s what made us go year to 
year. And our passion for what we were 
putting out there, whether it was Fred & 
Ginger or Scheherazade or our exhibition 
pieces. … The whole thing was how are 
we going to move ice dance forward?”

Following the 1983 season as they 
planned their free dance and original set 
pattern dance for the upcoming Olympic 
season, a friend who worked with 
American Ballet Theater (ABT) asked 
if someone affiliated with the company 
would work with Blumberg. Ballet mis-
tress Georgina Parkinson began working 
with her at the Metropolitan Opera House, 
where ABT performs and has rehearsal 
space. Blumberg would enter through the 
backstage and go to the ballet studios.

“We worked on extension, stretching, 
an awareness of body and flow through 
the space, and she mentored me like I had 
never really been before by someone not 
in my field,” Blumberg recalled. “It was 

life-changing and I am forever grateful…
for her understanding of what I needed.”

Then-ABT principal dancer Robert 
LaFosse worked with Blumberg and 
Seibert on the lift that closed their 
Scheherazade program, which came from 
the George Balanchine ballet “Prodigal 
Son.” During that time, Blumberg was 
able to watch ABT rehearsals and some-
times sit in the wings during performances. 

“I took it all in because I was hungry 
for it,” she said. “It wasn’t that I wanted 
to be a ballet dancer, but I wanted to have 
that serene beauty and quality and under-
standing of the movement. I will never 
forget that time and how it changed my 
trajectory in skating.”

After turning professional Blumberg 
and Seibert became guest artists with Ice 
Theatre of New York (ITNY). Former 
artistic director Rob McBrien had choreo-
graphed two pieces for them, “Adagio for 
Strings” and a tango piece in which 
they both wore similar unisex cos-
tumes. 

“It gave us a place to put 
performances out there when 
we weren’t doing big shows,” 
Blumberg said. “It was an 
opportunity to show the 
work that we’d been 
doing with Rob to 
those who we skated 
with every day and 
perform in that envi-
ronment where an 

audience is close. You feel the energy 
and the connection in a very different and 
more profound way than you would in an 
arena. It gave us a way to find the nuances 
in the work.” 

When Seibert retired from perform-
ing, Blumberg teamed up with ice dancer 
Jim Yorke, with whom she also per-
formed for ITNY. The company gave 
them a space to develop new programs 
and hone performances that they took to 
professional competitions. 

Over time, Blumberg’s involvement 
with ITNY grew, becoming co-ensemble 
director. The position involved leading 
edge classes, supervising performance 
quality of the programs the company 
would perform and working in tandem 
with choreographers—particularly those 
from the dance world—to make sure their 
visions were coming to life on the ice.

ICE THEATRE OF NEW YORK’S 2024 ALUMNI AWARD RECIPIENT

JUDY 
BLUMBERG 
A LIFE OF ARTISTIC 
EXPLORATION
By Lois Elfman
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My dears Tanith and Ben,  
and Charlie and Meryl,  

 
Wonderful people, wonderful 

skaters, wonderful representatives  
of the sport!! With whom it has been 
my great pleasure to serve as Team 

Leader – CONGRATULATIONS 
and much love.

 
Taffy Holliday

CONGRATULAT IONS !
M E R Y L  D A V I S  &  C H A R L I E  W H I T E

T A N I T H  B E L B I N - W H I T E  &  B E N  A G O S T O
S A N D R A  B E Z I C

J U D Y  B L U M B E R G

F r o m  a l l  o f  u s  a t

The magic of dancing on ice is so  
well represented by tonight’s honorees. 
The superb artistry of Olympians  
Meryl Davis and Charlie White;  
Tanith Belbin White and Ben Agosto.  
The incomparable choreographic gems 
of Sandra Bezic; and a deep memorable 
leading edge in Ice Dance, Judy 
Blumberg. I applaud and congratulate 
you all for the difference you have 
made in Figure Skating.

– ATOY WILSON

Congratulations to ITNY 
and all the Honorees!

Lisa & Kim  
Navarro

Photo: Amy Krut
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“More than anything, it was making 
sure that all the performers were pack-
aged correctly from head to toe before 
stepping out on the ice,” Blumberg said. 
“Did they have the hair that was the look 
for the piece? Did their boots, if they had 
beige boots, match their skin? Were their 
laces tucked in? It was a refinement that I 
wanted to make sure that they were own-
ing for the sake of the choreographer and 
their vision.”

She would work with new com-
pany members on pieces she had skated, 
allowing the skaters to develop their own 
personalities in the performance while 
also maintaining the integrity of the cho-
reography. Also, she worked with skaters 
to grow their movement quality, always 
making sure that each skater tended to 
every detail.

“Sometimes the smallest detail missed 
could be the most giant detail, and I’m a 
detail person,” said Blumberg. “I loved 
working with the ensemble. It wasn’t 
about any one star. Working with the dif-
ferent choreographers was interesting. … 
It was a great experience to develop a new 
vocabulary.”

ITNY led to a most unexpected and 
wonderful partnership for Blumberg. 
After Yorke decided to coach full-time, 
co-ensemble director Douglas Webster 
asked her to skate with him in a piece. She 
questioned the pairing of an ice dancer 
and a free skater, but Webster pushed her 
to try.

“It ended up being a beautiful col-

laboration on ‘Appalachia Waltz’ with 
JoAnna Mendl Shaw and Douglas being 
the co-choreographers,” she said. “It was 
very much a signature piece for us and Ice 
Theatre at the time. 

“My greatest gift was being able 
to work with Douglas,” she added. “In 
‘Appalachia Waltz’ I felt so strongly 
about what this piece was, how I felt 
when I was in it and the passion I had for 
performing with him and the music. 

“It was such a wonderful feeling to 
know that my work with Michael was 
fantastic and amazing, and it would con-
tinue to morph and change and be just as 
magical with someone else.”

Blumberg was in the ITNY office 
when she received notification that she 
was a mother and she should come to 
China to unite with her daughter, who 
she named Etienne. After finalizing the 
adoption and bringing Etienne home from 
China, they settled in Sun Valley, Idaho, 
where they began their journey together. 
Blumberg was recently inducted into the 
Sun Valley Winter Sports Hall of Fame.

“When she came into my life in 
2006, nothing changed and everything 
changed,” Blumberg said. “I was still able 
to be passionate about the world I was in 
and be passionate about making sure I was 
giving this youngster what she needed 
from me in so far as health, mentoring, 
love, support and being present through 
her life. She’s an amazing kid. 

“I’ve learned so much from this jour-
ney with her,” she added. “She was very 

independent from the get-go. We stand 
together and we stand with strength apart 
with love. She’ll be with me at the gala.”

Today, Blumberg coaches and works 
as a technical specialist as well as mentor-
ing young ice dancers, which she finds 
very fulfilling. Skating continues to inspire 
her, taking time to skate by herself after 
giving a student a lesson. The greatness of 
today’s ice dance teams and those of the 
past decade is also inspiring. She loves 
seeing great skaters move into coaching 
and cultivate new talent, creativity and 
innovation. 

She is also grateful to share this 
evening with Sandra Bezic, who choreo-
graphed Blumberg and Seibert’s Patsy 
Cline program that they skated to victory 
at World Pro. Also, it is wonderful to 
be with Tanith Belbin White and Ben 
Agosto, who were the first ice dancers 
since Blumberg and Seibert to win a 
World Championship medal. 

Looking back on her career with 
Seibert, Blumberg remains incredibly 
proud of their Scheherazade program 
performed at the 1984 Olympic Winter 
Games, even though it was penalized by 
some judges who deemed it “not ice dance 
music.” It makes her proud that tonight’s 
fellow ITNY honorees Meryl Davis and 
Charlie White selected Scheherazade for 
their Olympic gold medal winning free 
dance.

“That makes me feel like it had 
redemption,” she said. “I was passionate 
about that music.”
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congratulates the

Ice Theatre of New York
and all of this year's honorees!

WWW.SKYLINERSSYNCHRO.COM
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Proud to be affiliated with Ice Theatre’s  

outstanding committed history  

CELEBRATING THE JOY OF DANCING ON ICE

Joan Erdheim, PHD
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We are thrilled to support  

Ice Theatre of New York and 

Congratulate Tonight’s Honorees!

Akst & Akst PLLC
800 Third Avenue 26th Fl

New York, NY 10022
(212) 308-3999

Specialists in Immigration Law

Photo: Jay Colton

To all the Honorees,

Thanks for the  
wonderful memories.

Betsy and Doug  
Wilson 
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Congratulations  
to all the honorees  
and to Ice Theatre  
of New York.

The Hughes  
Family
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Thank you, Jirina

For all you do to make  
Ice Theatre of New York®  

such a fantastic organization.

Judi & Fred Netter



ICE TH
EA

TR
E O

F N
EW

 Y
O

R
K

 G
A

LA
 2024

37

ALL-EVENT TICKETS
ON SALE NOW!

ISUWORLDS2025.COM

Official Local Marketing Partner Official Local Healthcare Provider



G
A

LA
 2

02
4 

IC
E 

TH
EA

TR
E 

O
F 

N
EW

 Y
O

R
K

38

Tanith & Ben,

Meryl & Charlie,

Sandra and Judy,

Thank you for the countless  
memories you’ve created.

You all deserve to be  
celebrated in style!

Lunge, Lean, Leap and Love it!

Congratulations Sandra, Meryl, Charlie,  
Tanith, Ben, and Judy

Douglas Haw

To Moira,

When ITNY counts its 

blessings — 

it counts you twice…

Charles A. Kerner CPA
(212) 675-4030
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Congratulations  
to all the honorees 
and alumni.

Be bold.

Dance on the ice  
forever.

Kim Cathleen  
Millette Verde

2018 Bronze Medalist 
WFC Fancy Skate

Photo: Deborah Hickey Photography
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Meryl, Charlie, Tanith and Ben,

You changed the world of American 
Ice Dance.

Sandra and Judy - thank you for all 
you have done for the skating world.  

To all of you, a big congratulations 
on the Ice Theatre of New York’s 
recognition of your talents! 

Your friend, 
Randy Gardner

Meryl and Charlie 
Tanith and Ben

We applaud you for your passion, 
artistry and relentless pursuit of 
excellence. You are champions in 
every sense of the word. And you 
have left an indelible mark on the 

world of ice dancing. 

Congratulations!

SUSIE GHARIB AND  
THE NAZEM FAMILY

It is a pure joy to celebrate some of  

the greatest ice dancers ever –  

who have now become some of the 

greatest coaches in the world today!

Thanks to you all for what  

you have given our sport.

Rhea Schwartz & Paul Wolff

Love from 
Minneapolis
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ENROLL NOW 

10 Sports Camps

Weekly 
Enrollment 

Ages 3-17
JUNE 17 – AUGUST 30

Manhattan + Brooklyn Locations

601 Dean Street, Brooklyn, NY

62 Chelsea Piers, NY, NY 
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IS PROUD TO ONCE AGAIN  
“ILLUMINATE” THE  
INSPIRING WORK OF

   

AND SUPPORT NUMEROUS NONPROFITS  
IN THE NEW YORK AREA

“At the end of the day people won’t remember  
what you said or did, they will remember  

how you made them feel.”  

— Maya Angelou

  

Sandra, Congratulations!

Thank you for all the magic  
and all the memories.

Love Barb and Paul
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CONGRATULATIONS ITNY  
AND ALL TONIGHT’S HONOREES!

Stephen G. Epstein  |  Edward Z. Epstein

Photo: Simon Russell
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The Ice House  
congratulates  

Ice Theatre  
of New York

www.icehousenj.com

From BIG RINK to backyard
  Ice Rink Events can build
       it for you

Call or text Ron Kraut
IRE Project Management
(917) 612-4330THE KING OF FROZEN WATER

Skate all year long on ice, synthetic or roller surface
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CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF ICE THEATRE’S HONOREES,  
PAST AND PRESENT.

PROUD TO BE PART OF THE  
BEHIND-THE-SCENES TEAM  
FOR ALL OF THESE YEARS.

SCOTT SCHWARTZ
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CONGRATULATIONS

Honorees 
Meryl Davis & Charlie White

Tanith Belbin White & Benjamin Agosto

Choreography Award Recipient 
Sandra Bezic

Alumni Award Recipient 
Judy Blumberg

Chelsea Piers is proud to support Ice Theatre of New York.
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The Entire Sky Rink Staff including:
Jim Bugenhagen, General Manager
Stephanie Hernandez, Skating Director
Steve Figueroa, Dir. of Ops. & Maintenance
Hector Gonzalez, Senior Ops. Manager
Sky Rink Maintenance Team

Charles Kerner, Accountant

Laura Moore, Costume Design

Adam Manjuck, Flowers & Flowers, Décor

Scott Schwartz, Graphic Design

MAC Cosmetics, Makeup

Imagine It Embroidery, Merchandise

Phil Lee, Music Editing

Chris Lipari, Lighting and Production Director

Sheer Print Solutions, Printing

Michele Mintzer, Proofreading

Jordan Cowan, On Ice Perspectives, Videography

and all our ITNY Volunteers

HONOREE VIDEO 
Jirina Ribbens, Producer  
Mazal Karlick, Editor 
Phil Lee, Sound  
Paul Wylie, Narrator

FOOTAGE & PHOTOS PROVIDED BY 
Hideki Aono, Jay Colton, Robert Dea,  

Brittany Evans, Amy Krut, Donald Lang,  

NBC Sports, Josef Pinlac, Robyn Roth-Moise, 

Leonard Rosmarin, Sharon Sipple,  

Darial Sneed, Philip Tsai, USFS, Fong Wu  

and the private collections of Ben Agosto, 

Sandra Bezic, Judy Blumberg, Meryl Davis, 

Tanith Belbin White, and Charlie White.

TONIGHT’S PERFORMERS

Company
Danil Berdnikov 

Collin Brubaker 

Sarah France 

Theron “TJ” James 

Joe Johnson 

Karina Manta 

Libby McGrosky 

Kseniya Ponomaryova 

Liz Yoshiko Schmidt 

Aaron Singletary

Guest Artists 
Ilia Malinin 

Oona & Gage Brown

Performing Apprentices 
Georgina Blackwell 

Caroline Mura 

Milly Wasserman

PAST HONOREES  
& ICE ANGELS

Dr. Tenley Albright

Tai Babilonia  
& Randy Gardner

Josh Babb

R. Palmer Baker Jr.*

Belita*

Jason Brown

Kurt Browning &  
Sonia Rodriguez

Dick Button,  
Lifetime Achievement

William J. Candee, III

Frank Carroll

Sasha Cohen

Wade Corbett

Toller Cranston*

Sonya & Peter* Dunfield

Richard “Mr. Debonair” Dwyer

Violet Eagan

Edward Z. Epstein

Joan Balogh Erdheim

Peter Eurich

Mary Gaillard

Rudy Galindo

James C. Goodale

Debbie Gordon*

Lena Gottschall  
& Mike Clayton*

Stephanee Grosscup

Marni Halasa

Dorothy Hamill

Scott Hamilton

Amy & John* Hughes  
and Family

Sarah Hughes

Ice Rink Events

Ice Skating Institute

Marilyn Kasputys*

Sarah Kawahara

Nancy Kerrigan

Lar Lubovitch

Evan Lysacek

MAC Cosmetics

Lisa McGraw Webster*

Kenny Moir*

Moira North & ITNY

Brian Orser

Darlene Parent

Patina Group

Ludmila* & Oleg*  
Protopopov

Scott Schwartz

Barbara Ann Scott*

Joan Scribner*

Margarita Sears

JoJo Starbuck  
& Ken Shelley

Clare Bowes Sheridan

Sky Rink at Chelsea Piers

Nancy Streeter*

Rosalynn Sumners

Jayne Torvill  
& Christopher Dean

Missy VanBuren-Brown

Robin Wagner

Vera Wang

Rohene Ward

Betty Wasserman

Johnny Weir

Robert Douglas Wilson

Paul Wylie

Kristi Yamaguchi

Ari Zakarian

Aja Zanova*

WILL SEARS AWARD

Diversify Ice

Donovan Carrillo  
& Gregorio Nuñez

Gracie Gold

Ross Miner

Mark Mitchell

Adam Rippon

Carlie Quesada 

*Deceased

 

 

 

ITNY is supported, in part, by the New York 

State Council on the Arts with the support of 

Governor Kathy C. Hochul and the New York 

State Legislature. ITNY is also supported by 

the New York City Department of Cultural 

Affairs, in partnership with the City Council, 

and NYC Council Members Shaun Abreu 

and Christopher Marte. ITNY’s Manhattan 

programming is funded in part by a grant from 

the New York City Tourism Foundation. 

Additionally, ITNY receives funding from 

Bloomberg Philanthropies, The Daniel &  

Corrine Cichy Memorial Foundation,  

Eagan Family Foundation, The Hearthland 

Embers Fund, The Lisa McGraw Figure Skating 

Foundation, the Will Sears Foundation,  

and its generous private patrons.

SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGMENTS  
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A Loving Tribute 

And Congratulations 

To Our Wonderful, 

Talented, Very Special

Life Long Friend

Richard Dwyer.

   

 

John & Pat Brockway 
and Family



Photo: Darial Sneed

Our Most Beloved 
Mr. Debonair

John & Pat 
Brockway  

and Family



In Memory of Will Sears
1982-2002
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